
SHORT COMMUNICATIONS.
HYPERTROPHY OF NERVE TISSUE IN AMERICA.

Mr. Editor,
—

A recent number of the Journal1 contained a communication by Dr.
Nathan Allen entitled Changes in Medical Practice. In this article the author lays consid-
erable stress upon certain " changes of organization," 2 to which he ascribes the deterioration
of health observable among American women. "Within fifty years," he says, " a great
change has taken place in the organization of New England women. With increased nerve

tissue there has been a loss of muscular development and physical strength." Elsewhere he
speaks of " the relations which this increase of nerve tissue has to other organs ;

" and again
of " the effect which this predominance of nerve tissue has upon domestic life and the laws of
maternity."
Now, considering how a great a step towards elucidating the nature and causes of the

alleged ill health of American women would be accomplished if we could accurately deter-
mine the pathology of the morbid conditions prevailing among them, these statements of Dr.
Allen's are highly interesting. His communication, however, is very short, and he gives
no indication of the pathological facts upon which his assertions are based. With a view
to eliciting further information on this important subject, I should like to inquire what path-
ological evidence exists of an increase of nerve tissue in the women of New England of
the present day as compared with their predecessors of fifty years ago, or with the women
of other countries. ***

SURGEON-GENERAL UNITED STATES NAVY.
Philip S. Wales, M. D., medical inspector United States Navy, a native of Maryland,

has been appointed chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery of the United States
Navy, with the relative rank of commodore, to succeed Chief (Surgeon) J. Winthrop Tay-
lor, placed on the retired list. Dr. Wales is the third son of the late Philip Wales, of Bal-
timore, and was born in Annapolis. Having attended two courses of lectures at the Med-
ical School, University of Maryland, Dr. Wales graduated in the spring of 1856. He went
immediately before a naval examining board in session at Philadelphia, and passed a suc-
cessful examination. He was commissioned an assistant surgeon in the navy April 17,1856,
and was soon ordered to duty at the Naval Academy, Annapolis. On June 8, 1873, he was
promoted to be a medical inspector, and at the time of his new appointment had reached nearly
the top of the list of the fifteen medical inspectors in the service. Dr. Wales is the author
of several works on subjects pertaining to medicine and surgery, and is regarded in the
service as a gentleman of rare attainments and solid learning. He is about forty-three or

forty-five years of age, and is of fine presence.
—

Maryland Medical Journal.

BOSTON DISPENSARY.
The report of this institution for the year ending September 30, 1879, is as follows :

The number of new patients treated at the central office is 19,733, classified as follows:
—Medical : men 3763, women 6461, children 3729. Surgical : men 1718, women 877, chil-

dren 534. Dental: men 391, women 546, children 701. Skin: men 356, women 354, chil-
dren 245. Diseases of the nervous system : men 23, women 30, children 5.
The number of patients treated in the districts is 14,591, classified as follows : men 2209,

women S592, children 7150. Total number of cases treated at the central office and in the
districts, 34,684. Number of patients since October, 1796, 730,116. Number of patients
since July, 1856, 611,314. Average daily attendance at the central office during the year,
130. '

Surgeons. Thomas Waterman, M. D., Charles E. Inches, M. D., Walter Ela, M. D., Ed-
ward H. Bradford, M. D. Physicians. Robert Disbrow, M. D., Reginald H. Fitz, M. D.,
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